‘of adaptrng dwer*'

og‘resé has bee_ made,‘

or even to undo the sticcess achreved 5o far.

-~ Beonomic, social, cultural and ecological: £
policies of governments mstrtutrons and interma- ;

tional organizations directed to-enhance endog-
enous sustarnab!e development with rnclusron

and equity cannot:be focused solely on economic -
~ growth. They should be guided by principles for ‘

reducing poverty and. inequality, -and increasing
sodial justice, self-sufficiency and  effectiveness
both in the short.and the fong term.

To meet this challenge; it will be necessary’.

to reorient plans of study-and: programmes-in
basic education and higher education in order

10 address the need for more sustainable

production and consumption patterns:
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Spotlight Issues 11.9

Contributions of intercultural higher education to sustainable

Experrences in Latrn America

‘ ‘These

development and well-being:

Daniel Mato
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HIGHER EDUCATION,-INTERCULTURAL
COQPERATION, SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING
The belief that knowledge production corre-
sponds to' two worlds, one in-possession: of

supposedly ‘Universal” truths and the otfier in. '
possession of merely “local’ truths, underlies -
the claim to superiority of Western civilization,

whose knowledge s claimed to be ‘univer-
sal’. “Encpunters, conflicts  and negotratrons

 between unrversal‘ andlocal’ kinds.of know-

ledge have become ‘more frequent in recenr
decades. due to the expansron and deepenmg
‘ of relations: between sacial actors who oper-
ate on a glohal level; in contrast to those who
~operate at a more local level.. In this'context,
an.-analysis of. the limitations -and . conse-

 feasible and necessary < and ‘indeed, increas-

ingly urgent given the envifonmental disasters

resulting from the prevalence of the contem-
poraty Western model,

These circumstances require’a review: of

HE in tefms: of the prevailing institutional

models, .content,  teaching-learning m‘e‘thods‘

and the relationship - between conventional
- “higher educatlon institutions (HEIs) and socis
ety Valuable contributions. have been- made

by mtercuiturai HE expenences in the.past

~couple of decades in Latin Amerrca‘ where

“ both conventronal HEIs 'and ‘other openly

| “mtercultural HEls. (IHELs) have developed
< novel institutional ‘models, currrcula andr
teachmg and learmng methods The startmg‘

HIGHER EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

alternative. term to sustainable development

because  it:represents sacial transformation

harizons that are’ mote consistent with the

1 world"views of many American_ indigenous
-peoples; These Gther:world views understand

humans 1o be part of what modem Western

i socretres call ‘nature” ~ and not as a-superior

species that views and manages-the planet as

a source of patural resources,

The intereultural "HE  experiences berngn
! “developed‘m Latin ‘America should be appred--
ated' not:only for-their role"in training people

from indigenous and Afro-descendant commu-
nities but also for their ability to foster critical

- reflection on contemporary societies and their: -

future, higher education types, - HEI mode|s,

_currrcula and learnrng styles ‘

. quenies of befief in the‘existence of ‘universal’. - S P
and ‘local’ kmds of knowledge is ncreasmgly . lNTERCULTURAL HIGHER EDUCATION IN ﬂ »

LATIN'AMERICA

12007, the UNESCO Internanonal Institute

for Higher Education in Latin America and the

Caribbean . (UNESCO-ESALC) Taunched: ‘the
“Cultural Diversity, Interculturalrty and Higher
“Edycation Project (hereinafter, the Project).
With the participation of over 50 tesearch-

ers-from 11 ‘Latin. American- cotintries, the

Project has published :three:-books; WhICh“r
contain, in addrtlon t0-a number. of thematic

chapters some =40 studres on lntercultural

‘;hrgher educatron expenences {Mato, 2008,
2009,2010). The descrrptron below is’ basedr L
- .on these studres and on information on 80
; fother experrences in'a register comprled from
. responses to:a questionnaire to representa- o
uf‘trves ofi HEIs i 2009. The Project currently e
4 mformatron on abaut 120 experrences s
__thcu‘gh it s, estrmated that anothe” 50

“tommunities;

who; in-one -way or another, serve- their
these " programmes - also
constitute a first step in the transforma-

~tion" of conventional HEls. However, an
alternative view is that such programmes

offer limited possibilities for intercultural

- cooperation in research ahd leamning, lead
to: brain=drain -from remote commiuni<
ties to' large ‘citles and ‘result in the loss
of values; fanguages. andrknowle‘dge o
;¢ scommunities. Although'there are numer-
- ous programmes aimed at the inclusion of
“individuals in-Latin: Amerlca; they - are. not
a focus of the Project, which is more con-
- cerned with exploring experiences that
- integrate .the knowledge of indigenous
and Afro-descendant communities.

. INTERCULTURAL COOPERATION
IN EDUCATION PROGRAMMES IN

CONVENTIONAL HEls - - ;
This® group “includes  a- wide variety of
“expetiences, ‘some " with ~little  intercul-

~tural cooperation - and- others i which
. the teachers, “languages, knowledge: and

modes of knowledge production and learn-
ing" of - indigenous -arid  Afro-descendant
organizations .and. communities are well

represented. Many of the ~experiences
.~ are geared to-training teachers for bilin-
i gualsintercaltural “education programmes
1“ offered at various educational Tovels:

Of the many such experiences, 15 have

 been siudied by the  Project:” Examples -
include the Insikiran: lndlgenous Teachier
*Trarnrng Programme at the Federal Uni-

.rtymof Roraima (Brazrl) ‘the degree
“Educatron at the Unlversrty of
{ olombla) the Teachmg Qualrfrca‘ :

niversity. ”c‘rf the Pacrflcf
‘dvanced Commr‘rnrty\‘




DESCENDANT ORGANIZATION AN
TRA!NING PROGRAMMES a3 .

Only four! expenences of this.
been ldéhtified all offer‘

“the: Peruwan Ramforest (A\DESEP) based
m Per; One st ‘the Peruv

Health Nurse Training Prograrrime  devel-

Guajira in Colombia offer degrees in Afro-
Colombian Ethno-Education.

ogn«zed by natlonal educatlon authorlties .
“The Indigenous EdUCatlon Inst|tute of the
Indlgenous Organlzatnon of Antloqma i
Colombna in copperation: with the! Pontlfl? ‘
cal Bolwanan University and the Umversny‘ o
of Antioquia in Colomb»a offers a degree”
 in- Ethno-Education, -a degree in Mother *
~Earth Education and a diploma i m Indige~”
“Nous Government and Admlnlstratlon Two.
other. initiatives. are co- sponsored by the
lnterethmc Association for Development of

-Amazon Bilig- :
gual Tejachers‘ Programme, d veloped o
eration.with the Foreto Higher Teach :
mg !ngmute the other | is: the Intercultural "

oped-in cooperation with the Public Higher
Technological Institute in Atalaya Fmaﬂy, ey
“'the Manuyel Zapata: Oltveila Educa'non and "

Research Institute and the University of La

the Coordlnatlon of lnd!genoué Orgamsa

MLl

ncH of Cauca in Colombqa h

descendant community leaders. ‘
IHEls - have- also- been created by state
agencies. For example, the Research and

‘T‘raining Centre for Aboriginal Teachers was
aeated by the Chaco p‘r‘evincial government
~in Argentina. Mexica-has ten intercultural
“universities, all members of the intercul-
 tural university network of the Secretariat
‘ ‘of Public Education, some founded by the -

Secretarlat itself (for example the lntercu1

~ tural University of Chiapas), others created
~by-agreement with a conventional unlver5|ty :
;(for example the Intercultural University of

Veracruz) and yet others created by previous
. state governments and subsequently assimi-

lated:into the national system (for example

~the Indigenous Autonomous University of

Mexico). Two -other IHEs are the “Intercul-
tural Indigenous University; -established by

. the Fund for the Development of the Indig-
.enaus. Peoples. of Latin America and :the

Caribbean (a multilateral body representing

entre for lndlgenous Educatlon n lmt!ﬁt“‘ -

;nons of the Braziian Amazon: the Intercul:
tural Indigenous and Autonomous Un|ver~] ‘

They mtegrate Iearn ng. {
ty‘ an initiative. of the Reg|onal‘;lnd1genous ‘

fast: Intercutural Un|ver51ty of lnd|genous
‘Nauonaimes and Peaples, created by sections o
of the Confederation of. Indigenous Natlon~ el
. “almes of Ecuador; and the Umversny of the
' Autonomous Regions of the Carlbbean Coast
;iof Nicaragus: and the Blugields Indxan and
- Caribbean Universny created:in Nlcaragua
. on:the initiative of mdlgendUS and Afro-

‘ ‘of”;knowledge and knowledge productl 0

zce o commumties :

“odes;

® They promote and foster th valonzatlon of“'
. the Ianguages and knowledge of peoples
- and. communities” and “conduct research
- and contribute proactively ta strengthenmg
‘ these languages and knowledge: -

B ‘They undertake: teachmg ‘and research‘

quided by criteria hased on cultural: dlver-‘ ‘3

L sity, !nterculturallty equnty, mcluslon demh ‘
~ otratic governance, sustainable develop ‘
- ment and well-being. S
#.They train graduates who ' contnbute 10
- local and regional sustainable develop-
: “ment and to] |mprovmg the quahty of life of ‘
- their commumtles
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NOTE

1

The term ‘conventional’ is used to
refer to HEIs that were not specifically
founded to respond to the needs, demands
and proposals of indigenous and Afro-
descendant communities.

Network Experience 11.6
ngher education |nst|tut|ons efforts towards sustamablllty experlences in MeX|co

Els) playa crucxal role m“
‘ n‘development and‘ g
- Derived from the Latin word meaning 'to we

~ The: Conisoitium's ‘abbreviated: name- was

chosen for how. it encapsulates. and  reflects
“the. spirit_of the network- from educational,

orgamzaﬂonal and env:ronmental _perspectiv

t-, - together; Comp exus conveys the idea of &

“ing the perspectlve of complexity, ‘as in wove

- fabric. Complexity is the fabric of events, actions

interactions, feadback, ‘determinanons“a ‘
g srcudes that make up ourworld (Monn

M. Laura Ortiz Herndndez

Las) well as, the goal of lntegratmg organ g‘ j‘ ‘
and c00rdmatmg the efforts of ‘each:of the
 participating institutions to address proble
- at the local, regional and national levels.

an ag ‘ement was. szgned by the pre51dents of‘ ‘

~the amupatmg universities  Angther agree-

signed by ANUIES and SEMARNAT,

and yetuanother established the Action Plan for

Sustainable Development in ngher Education
Institutions. As of August 2010 Complexus :
was made up of 17 Mex1can HEls each w1th‘ ‘

FIGURE 1 Strategies cor cooperation among the HEIs belonging to Complexus
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